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At the AGM last November I gave feedback to everyone as to what the 
General Committee has been focusing on over the previous 12 months 

and its plans for the future. Put simply, the key focus for Vicars Moor is moving 
the club forwards both in terms of increasing membership numbers and raising  
activity levels. The way we do this is to ensure  the club offers a good combination 
of tennis and social activities for all ages and abilities. 

THE CHAIRMAN 
SPEAKS

Our coaching set up is an integral component  
of this strategy, and thanks go to our Head  
Coach, Paul Rock and his team for their efforts  
so far.  Paul has recently been joined by Assistant 
Coaches, Plamen and Michaella and it is  
fabulous to see them settling in so quickly.  
Over the next 12 months we really want to  
keep the momentum going. 

We would like to increase our Category A  
membership numbers. This is the most  
important category for the club, for its standard  
of play and its financial health. We are aiming  
to attract new members, of course, and also 
to see some of the Category F  Beginner/
Improver members make the step up 
and enjoy the social tennis sessions  
available including Thursday evening and 
Sunday morning. 

We are also seeing significant progress with our 
juniors, which in turn will provide that essential 
pipeline for our adult membership in years to 
come. We welcome all support from members to 
encourage our valuable junior section which will  
keep our club thriving.  

In particular,  we hope you will join us (and 
encourage friends to join us) on the Community 
Open Days of Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th 
April 2012. Please contact me if you are keen to 
help with any aspect of the day. 

There were some changes at the AGM with 
regards to the appointments on the General 
Committee. I am delighted that Rodney 
Bennett, John Willcocks, Colin Courtney, and 

Nick Foyle were all re-elected in their current  
positions. Also, David Kent, Ania Butler and 
Mike Cranstone were all voted  to join the 
General Committee. I have to say a special thank 
you to David and Sue Kent who have already put 
in a huge contribution with all the work in and 
around the clubhouse. 

Unfortunately, since the AGM, Rodney has 
informed us that he and Moira will be moving 
away from the area, and that Rodney will stand 
down from his position as Club Secretary in 
due course. Diana Medlicott has kindly said 
she would be happy to take over from Rodney 
and there will be a  handover period before 
his departure. A huge thank you to Rodney for 
all his efforts and contribution over the years, 
and we wish him and Moira well with their 
move and new life nearer their grandchildren. 
Also Ross Bowden has decided to step down as 
Membership Secretary and a new appointment 
will be made shortly. 

We continue to push forward with the LTA 
Clubmark project, which will open up new 
opportunities for us. Thankfully, we are now into 
the final stages of outstanding items.  Tammy 
Broadway has kindly agreed to help with the 
Child Protection Officer role, and we are hoping 
to be awarded the Clubmark status by the LTA 
in the next quarter.  This will be an achievement  
for the club and its status and reputation, and  
will help us to grow and attract sources of fund-
ing when needed going forwards. 
Enjoy the new tennis season which is about to 
spring into action at Vicars Moor! 

The draw for Wimbledon 
tickets will take place at 
1pm on 29th April 2012, 
in the Clubhouse.

All members whatever their category of member-
ship (including social) are eligible, but by the date of  

the ballot you must have paid your Club subscription 
and be a member of British Tennis. You must also have  
indicated your wish to opt into the ballot by adding your 
name to the entry list, which will be displayed on the noti-
ceboard in the Clubhouse (Juniors must be aged 9 or over). 
If your name is not on the list you will not be entered into 
the ballot.

A list of British Tennis Members who have registered 
Vicars Moor as their ‘place to play’ will be displayed  
in the Clubhouse at the same time as the entry list. Please 
check your name is shown, as the LTA cannot deal with 
omissions on the weekend of the ballot.

If you cannot attend the ballot in person you may  
appoint a proxy. (You are urged to attend the ballot, 
as this is easier for all concerned). Your proxy must 
know the order of preference for your ticket choice 
in the event that you are successful in the ballot. The  
ballot will not be delayed on account of the proxy  
seeking telephone instructions. Tickets for the matches  
that have been allocated to the Club will be listed on  
the notice board and on the Club’s website. I suggest  
you take a copy and if you appoint a proxy, you should  
mark your order of preference and those tickets you  
do not wish to select and give it to your proxy. 

Neither money nor tickets change hands at the  
ballot. Those who are successful in the ballot will  
receive from me a note stating the tickets you 
have chosen and in accordance with the rules I 
will email these details to the LTA, including your  
email and postal address. My involvement then  
ceases. The LTA will contact you directly to arrange  
payment and to issue your tickets. (The LTA prefers to  
use email so please ensure you supply an email  
address you  open frequently). If  you have not paid for 
your tickets within 14 days of the LTA contacting you,  
you will lose the chance to obtain the tickets.

Tickets in the ballot are drawn in pairs, one for  
the club member and the other for a guest of the  
club member, who must accompany the club  
member to the event. The guest need not be a club  
member or a member of British Tennis.

For junior members under the age of 16 the LTA  
requires the written consent of the parent or  
guardian to that child entering the ballot and 
confirmation that the parent or guardian will  
accompany the child to the event. This letter is to 
be handed to me prior to the ballot. 

The LTA ballot rules will appear on the noticeboard  
in the clubhouse shortly. Please familiarise yourself 
with those rules. Only the member successful in the 
Ballot and their guest may use the tickets allocated  
to that member. 
Rodney Bennett (Honorary Secretary)



Captains Report
At long last Spring has sprung and the sun is 

beginning to draw the ‘fairweather’ tennis  
players out of hibernation. If you are yet to dust off  
your tennis gear, there are plenty of opportunities  
for you to get on court including the Bank Holiday  
American tournaments, the Community Open  
Weekend, adult coaching sessions, team tennis on  
Saturday afternoons and Cat A social tennis on  
Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings. 

Tennis during the winter months was a whole  
different ball game. Ice skating around the court  
chasing frozen tennis balls that do not bounce, with 
one hand in your pocket to prevent frost nip, dressed  
in numerous ‘Michelin man’ layers, was certainly a 
challenge. 

Nevertheless, the Vicars Moor teams had an  
extremely successful winter season. The men’s 
first team stormed their league, finishing top of the  
table without losing a single set. Many congratulations 
on this extraordinary feat! The men’s seconds also  
performed well throughout the season to finish 
in the middle of their table.  The ladies first team 
still have one game to play but are also nearing the  
middle of the table, having defeated some fierce  
competition from Potters Bar and Coolhurst. Both 
mixed teams have finished in the middle of their  
respective league tables. In the veteran competitions, 
both teams have finished top of their respective leagues, 
which is a fantastic achievement, particularly as this is 
the first time Vicars Moor have ever fielded two teams. 

In the Middlesex Cup, our mixed team narrowly lost 
out to Mercury on a very wet and wild day of tennis. 
It should be noted that Mercury went on to win the 
competition.

Mike and I are incredibly excited about, and have  
ambitious hopes for, the forthcoming season. We 
have entered three ladies’ teams and five men’s teams 
into the Slazenger competition, two teams into the  
Middlesex Cup and two into the AEGON competition. 
There is plenty of tennis to be had and enjoyed by all, 
whether you are participating or supporting.

We are in the early stages of putting squads together 
and assigning team captains, however, they are  
already looking healthy and casual team practises 
on Saturday afternoons have been well attended 
so far.  There will be plenty more of this to come,  
including friendly matches and opportunities to socialise  
with fellow team mates. If you would like to be  
considered for a particular team this season or for a  
position of responsibility, please do get in touch.

Finally, watch this space for news on Vicars Moor  
tennis wear, samples of which will be available soon. 
The word on Sherbrook Gardens says it’s the only  
thing to be seen in this season!

Ania Butler & Mike Cranstone

Coaches Report
Over the past few months, there have been a 

number of changes.  Rafael Pacharoni returned to 
Brazil to pursue his performance coaching and he is  
presently working with Alex Blumenberg, a young  
player starting his career on the professional tour.  
I believe we all learnt a lot from Rafael during his time 
here and hopefully he will visit us soon again.  

I now have another two coaches working alongside 
me, and I am particularly pleased to introduce Pla-
men Tzvetkov who in 2006 was awarded a tennis  
scholarship to represent Coastal Carolina University 
in NCAA Division 1 Tennis.  Upon his graduation 
in 2010, he was honoured as the Scholar Athlete of 
the Year.  Plamen has a strong passion for tennis and  
extensive experience working with players ranging 
from beginners to performance in both UK and USA.  

I’m also extremely pleased to introduce Michaela 
Ince, during her tennis career she attended the IMG  
Bollettieri Tennis Academy in Florida for a few months 
training each year.  She subsequently moved to Florida 
and trained at Rick Macci Tennis Academy. When  
she returned to England, she trained with the LTA 
at the Queen’s Club.  When aged 18 years she was 
Britain’s number one girls’ tennis player and at that, 
time was ranked 117 in the world. I believe by  
having individual lessons with Plamen or Michaela  
it will definitely improve your play tactically, your  
technique and your entire game.

There have been a number of new clinics introduced 
at the club this term to try and cater for all ages and 
standards (Rusty Rackets / Beginners and Over 50s  
sessions).  The Munchkin Tennis squads haven proven 
to be very popular and will provide the future Mini Red 
squads with a great pool of players.  I am pleased to 
see a continued improvement in the Introductory &  
Improvers’ squads and hope a good number of these 
will make the step up to Cat A this coming year.  

We have entered a number of junior teams into leagues 
for matches against other clubs and I hope any adults 
who are free will come and support them.  Some older 
junior players have also now gone through to play on 
Thursdays and Sundays and will be able to play in the 
teams, so well done to these players!  I am sure there 
will be more who will be ready to play up very soon in 
every level.  

The Cardio Tennis sessions run on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays and these clinics are also still growing in  
popularity and the sessions are certainly improv-
ing everyone’s fitness! The Club also now has a  
well-structured and ever growing holiday camp which 
runs during the school holidays. We have built strong 
links with a number of local schools and are working 
closely with the Enfield Council, to encourage all ages 
into fitness and sport.

I would like to thank all those who contribute many 
hours to the benefit of the club, and of course all the 
members. Everyone’s contributions, however big or 
small, make Vicars Moor such a great club to belong 
to!  I am really looking forward to the summer of 2012 
with the London Olympics and Euro Football promising 
to make it a very exciting year!

Paul Rock

MAINTENANCE
I didn’t realise that, like the President of the USA, 

it was a requirement to report on ‘The State of the 
Nation’ after the first hundred days in office. It came 
as a surprise when this was requested by the editor of 
‘Sidelines’.

Firstly, I need to thank Brian Foyle for the  
tremendous amount of unsung work that he has put 
in over many years. He continues to be responsible 
for the work on the courts and was recently seen  
re-tensioning all the wires on the netting. He makes 
sure that everything possible is done to maintain 
the courts in tip top condition. Although there are 
new signs on the way, could ALL members please  
remember to shut the court gates after use, other-
wise cats and foxes foul the surface and it is most  
unpleasant to have to pick up balls with “skid marks”! 
Perhaps parents would  also remind Junior Members to 
shut the court gates.

If you haven’t been to the club recently, you may see 
a few changes. We have been trying to make the club-
house more user friendly. Since members pay for these 
changes from their subs, we thought you might like to 
know what has been going on. How many have you 
noticed?

The conservatory tables and chairs have been cleaned 
and re-varnished. Two new radiators have replaced the 
rusting ones in the conservatory. The old gas fire by 
the main doors has been removed and all the old gas 
pipes have been made safe. New notice boards have 
been made and fitted and the existing ones covered 
to match. The main room in the clubhouse has been 
re-decorated. The bar door glass has been changed to 
safety glass as required by law.

Agreement has been reached to renew the front  
entrance doors and side panels to double-glazed units 
in white aluminium.

There is to be a new store, adjoining the beer store,  
for chairs and tables not in use.

Amongst the smaller changes: the men’s shower  
curtain has been cleaned and sanitised! 

The maintenance weekend this year will be on  
Saturday and Sunday the 9th and 10th of June, from 
about 10.00am. This year it has been decided not to 
paint the clubhouse as you did such a good job last 
year!  However, we will need help with all the other 
jobs and look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible to lend a hand. This club is run by unpaid  
volunteers so additional help at the maintenance week-
end is not only helpful but essential. It also keeps the 
club “community spirit” alive. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits provided.

David Kent (Honorary Maintenance Secretary)

Category Description Early payment sub 
A FULL PLAYING ADULT  (23 and over @ 1.04.2012)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£215
AU23 FULL PLAYING ADULT (19 to 22 @ 31.03.2012)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£60
AJ ‘PLAYED-UP’ JUNIOR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£60
B WEEKDAY (Monday to Friday until 6.00pm)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£ 110
C JUNIOR  (8 to 18 @ 31.03.2011)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£40
D  SOCIAL (Non-playing adult)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£20
F ADULT BEGINNER/ IMPROVER  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .£140 

Subscriptions are now due, save money pay before May
These rates are for existing members renewing their 
membership. For new members joining after 31 March 
2012 the full subscription is payable and this is shown 
on the membership forms for the new playing season.

NB. If BOTH parents are  A and / or F members there is 
a 50% discount on Junior Subscriptions.

Please put your cheques (no cash) in the box in the 
Clubhouse. Write the names and categories of each 
person on the back of your cheque. 


